No other permanent teeth appear to have been erupted, and the skiagrams (shown) do not indicate that there has been any sign of their development within the jaws.
I should also like to mention the case of a solicitor who came to see me some six weeks ago. On examining his mouth I found that the following teeth only were present: M\ T, T., Nl AI -LI 1., 111 AI s85 and he stated that no other teeth had ever been erupted. I inquired as to his ability to take food, and he assured me that he could thoroughly enjoy good dinners and never suffered from indigestion. It was impossible during the hurried single visit which he paid me to make a fuller examinatian, but I hope to be able to do so at some future time.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. W. RUSHTON wished to call attention to the fact that in spite of the absence of a considerable number of teeth the jaws were well developed. It was a very usual argument with those who deprecated the extraction of teeth in children's mouths that such an operation interfered with the growth of the jaws. These models would seem to refute the theory that the growth of the jaws was dependent upon the presence of teeth. On the other hand, they were all familiar with the cases of overcrowding where teeth were normal in number and size and yet seemed to have exercised very little influence on the growth of the jaws.
Mr. COLEMAN said that gradations from partial to total absence of teeth throughout life had been recorded from time to time. The canines were perhaps the most persistent of the teeth and were almost invariably present when others were missing.
Mr. DOUBLEDAY, in reply, said that although each of these patients were members of large families no history of any member of them having had a deficient number of teeth could be found. The second case was only rapidly gone into. In Mr. Edgar's case careful inquiry was made. With regard to Mr. Rushton's observation, on examining the solicitor's mouth he was at once struck by the difficulty which would occur in retaining an upper denture owing to the tightness and shortness of the upper lip. Mr. Edgar told him that for his patient dentures had actually..been made and that there was great difficulty in maintaining the upper denture in position owing to the same cause.
